ROTHERGLEN SCHOOL

WHAT SCHOOL SHOULD BE






DISCOVER

the Rotherglen Difterence

Innovative and enriched academic program

Passionate educators who are dedicated

to student success

Unparalleled learning resources and
state-of-the-art campus facilities

Commitment to character education,
leadership and environmental
stewardship

Dynamic art, language, music and
physical education programs

Exceptional for secondary
school and beyond






Discover

our family of schools

Since first opening our doors in 1979, we have maintained our commitment to small classes and individual
attention. This commitment has remained in place as our school community has grown. The Oakville
Primary Campus, Oakville Elementary Campus, Meadowvale Elementary Campus, and the Erin Mills
Campus provide a vibrant, engaging and purposeful curriculum which enables all students to excel through
a variety of learning opportunities.

No matter which door you enter, at each of our campuses you will Discover a uniquely warm and
nurturing school community, that enhances every student’s learning experience.




“Rotherglen students are

remarkable. They are confident,

compassionate and genuine.”’

—Tracey Du Preez, Rotherglen School

Discover

what drives us

Our PHILOSOPHY

Honesty, respect, integrity, excellence, responsibility, creativity, fairness, compassion and leadership — these
values and beliefs are reflected in all aspects of school life and endorsed by all members of our community.
We pride ourselves on being a uniquely warm and nurturing school community that enhances every child’s
learning experience. Rotherglen is what school should be — a place where staff and parents work together to
instill sound values in the students in our care, and to inspire them to recognize and reach their full potential
by using their knowledge, abilities and talents to enhance their own lives and to participate ethically and
responsibly in the global community. All students achieve greater success in school environments where they
teel safe, included, respected, challenged and supported. Rotherglen enables students to thrive and excel.

Our VISION: Engaged minds. Inspired hearts. Purposeful lives.
We engage young minds, create opportunities for students to lead with their hearts and guide them to live a
life with purpose, find their passion and become valuable contributors to their local and global communities.



We nurture confident, creative - |

and compassionate life-long

learners by providing an

intellectually stimulating

learning environment while

cultivating a culture of kindness.
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“Rotherglen develops hearts

as well as minds. WWe encourage
students to explore their world
and empower them to see that
what they do matters.”

—Jacinta Snyder, Rotherglen School



Discover 1

At every grade level, we enhance our students’ development not just through nourishing their minds through

academics, but nourishing their hearts and souls by providing learning environments where creativity and
individual achievements are encouraged and celebrated.

Rotherglen’s values are centred on meeting the needs of each child, ensuring they are comfortable and secure
to embrace all opportunities afforded to them, both inside, and outside, the classroom.

RESPECT for the individual nature of each child

Every day, with every lesson, we ask: what will define success for this student? Our goal is to help each
student discover and develop their best, most authentic self. Since 1979, our approach has been what is now
called differentiated learning, and Rotherglen is recognized as progressive in this field.

A warm, inclusive COMMUNITY

Children in strong communities thrive. Rotherglen has a welcoming family atmosphere and a common
purpose: our students’ success. We are a collaborative community of learners, in which teachers and staff, in
partnership with parents/guardians, are advocates for our students. Our school attracts parents/guardians who
want to be involved in their child’s learning process.



Engaged in their own LEARNING

Engaged children are excited to learn. We challenge students in an enriched learning environment, and guide
each one to connect with new knowledge in a way that will make sense to them. Once that spark ignites, we
help them develop skills that will feed their intellectual curiosity and turn learning into a lifelong love.

Open COMMUNICATION

Rotherglen’s community is bonded by active dialogue between all members. We listen and question so that
we can guide our students on their path of life-long learning. Our teachers continually grow as professionals
through formal education and training, as well as ongoing professional development about best practices.

CIVILITY and CITIZENSHIP

Rotherglen develops hearts as well as minds, from courtesy and respect for diversity to active community
service. We encourage students to explore their world and empower them to see that what they do matters.
As a result, there is something remarkable about a Rotherglen student: they are confident, compassionate,
genuine and exceptional ambassadors for our school.



Rotherglen School consistently scores in the

top 1% of Canadian schools in national

standardized achievement tests.

Discover

an education that inspires your child

A Rotherglen education places student learning at the centre of all our activities, programs and curriculum.
Differentiated learning has been our approach since our very beginnings. We deliver a curriculum

that provides students with the opportunity to acquire knowledge and develop positive values, attitudes

and behaviours.

The delivery of instruction at Rotherglen is not a “one-fits-all” approach. We recognize that students differ
significantly in their interests, learning styles, abilities, and experiences. Our teaching strategies and supportive
resources recognize individual student learning styles and apply instruction at an educationally appropriate
pace. We have always believed that this is the quintessential approach to ensuring we are responding to, and
meeting our learners’ needs as they work through our rigorous and enriched curriculum.

Our goal at Rotherglen is to inspire our students, instill the love of learning, and provide the foundation for
success through diversified learning approaches and techniques.



“My child developed a strong passion for
learning at Rotherglen. This has stayed with
him through high school where he is excelling
both academically and socially.”

—Rotherglen Parent



Discover
the Rotherglen Student

Rotherglen students are respectful of themselves, inclusive of others and protective of the
environment. They are engaged in their learning, athletics, the arts and co-curricular activities. They
are academically motivated to achieve excellence and they are leaders and innovators, prepared

to be valuable contributors to their local and global communities.

At the centre of our program is an enriched curriculum that equips our students, at every grade
level, with the skills and knowledge necessary to develop their abilities and create the foundation for
learning success.



“IVe believe a child’s emotional well-being is as

important as his or her academic performance.

Involved in scholastics, arts, sports, as well as
in their community, Rotherglen students are
multidimensional. Their passion for learning is
complemented by their compassion for others.”

—Rotherglen Teacher




Discover

the gift of creative expression

Music, visual arts and the performing arts are a valuable component of a Rotherglen education. It is not
only important for students to apply themselves to core academics, it 1s equally important for students to
experience and learn the creative process to discover their unique artistic talents. This may be in difterent
torms, perhaps an instrument or composition, or through sculpture or a role in a musical performance.
Creativity is a central component of our curriculum and we place great importance on encouraging our
students to think innovatively and freely. Nurturing their self expression through the creative process
celebrates their individuality and their spirit.



1SCOver

our commitment to physical
activity and wellness

At Rotherglen, our health and physical education programs allow our students to develop a sense of pride in
their physical achievements, involvement in their own health management, and a love for physical activities.
We strive to provide an environment that promotes achievement, fair play, self-discipline, loyalty, perseverance,
integrity, sportsmanship and overall health and fitness. We place an importance on promoting the knowledge,
skills and attitudes necessary to make informed healthy decisions for themselves.



Discover

our inclusive and caring
learning environment

When we ask our families to describe Rotherglen in one word, the most frequent response is nurturing. Our
schools are welcoming and our administrators, teachers and students reinforce an atmosphere that is calm,
comfortable and reassuring. We promote positive values, attributes and behaviours—we don’t just teach them,
we model them, set expectations, celebrate them and practice them every day. We live our vision.

We are a strong, vibrant and cohesive community—rooted in common values, mutual respect and appreciation
for individual differences and diversity. The Rotherglen community promotes ethical behaviour and a culture
of kindness protected by our Code of Conduct.



School Code of Conduct: -
Rotherglen promotes By N\

responsibility, respect, civility .

and academic excellence

in a safe learning and
teaching environment. A
positive school climate exists
when all members of the
school community feel safe,

comfortable and accepted.



“IVe believe that meeting each child’s specific
needs through meaningful engagement is not just
our role; it is our ethical responsibility.”

—Patrick Lanigan, Rotherglen School






“The function of education is to teach one to think

intensively and to think critically. Intelligence plus

character - that is the goal of true education.”
—Martin Luther King, Jr.

1SCover

a focus on character and leadership

Character Education is a whole-school effort to create a community in which positive attitudes, values and
behaviours are fostered. At Rotherglen, these qualities are promoted explicitly, modeled, taught, expected,
celebrated, and continuously practised in every day actions. In short, character education is the promotion of
universally desirable qualities such as respect, responsibility, honesty, empathy and integrity. Rotherglen has
incorporated a strong Character Education program across all campuses and grade levels.

Our students are encouraged to embrace each of the opportunities afforded to them so they are prepared to be
successful contributors in today’s world. The real-world, hands-on opportunities we provide our students help
to widen their vision, engage their passion, create opportunities to lead with their heart and become valuable
contributors to their school, local and global communities.



“Rotherglen teachers and administrators
provide guidance, inspiration and act as

role models to our students. Experts in

their fields, they model the kind of ongoing

personal growth, development and self-
direction we strive for in our students.”

—John Kinnaird, Rotherglen School

Discover

why our teachers love
coming to school

We take great care in selecting our educators. Our highly-qualified faculty work as an integrated team,
supporting each other to develop as professionals by sharing their knowledge, skills and resources. Our
teachers are highly regarded by both students and parents and are inspiring individuals who are deeply
committed to the school’s vision.

We enhance our learning community by investing in extensive professional development including annual
training in First Aid and CPR, as well as best-practice teaching and learning strategies in all subjects. Experts
in their fields, our teachers model the ongoing personal growth, development and self-direction we strive for
in our students. Rotherglen teachers know that engaging your child is the key to their academic success.
Through our approach to educating students, we give our teachers the tools and freedom to implement a
variety of learning strategies that not only help our students achieve excellence, but recognize the diversity
in learning styles.



“Forging real connections with students

and experiencing the magic that

comes with shared learning excites

each and every Rotherglen teacher.
Their commitment and enthusiasm is
contagious throughout our community. ”

—Laura Crumb, Rotherglen School

Discover

our open door approach

We believe that parent-teacher communication is vital to the success of our students. We view the relationship
between home and school as a partnership, grounded in transparent, two-way communication. Rotherglen’s
doors, virtual and physical, are always open and we have put systems firmly in place to keep families informed
and involved.

In the classroom, teachers listen for the insights that permit us to guide your child to discovery. Children
flourish in the trusting relationships they develop with their teachers. Our teachers regularly share information
and ideas in a friendly, collegial way, which creates a knowledgeable, tightly knit faculty.

We encourage parents to be a part of their child’s educational journey through supporting their learning
and celebrating their achievements. We work hard to accommodate the needs of every student and we
believe that ongoing communication and our open door approach creates an environment based on mutual
trust and respect.



Discover
why Rotherglen 1s what

school should be

Each year, as we send our graduates onto the next chapter of their education, we are able to look back with
pride on the journey they have taken at Rotherglen. We have watched these students perform in school
musicals, compete on athletic teams, provide leadership to our younger students, excel in academics, organize
fundraisers for local, national and international charities, conduct work projects in third-world countries,
speak confidently during assemblies, and experience first-hand that they can make a difference in the world.

Our students understand the correlation between hard work and achievement. They are accustomed to
building close relationships with their teachers and therefore are not afraid to ask for help or assistance

when needed. Our graduates enroll in a variety of secondary school options including private/independent
secondary schools, as well as schools from the public and separate systems. We work closely with students and
their families in the admissions process for secondary school so that each child moves on to a school where
he or she will thrive.

Feedback from the institutions where our graduates attend has consistently shown that our students thrive in
the secondary school environment. Our graduates are highly respected and continue to achieve high levels of
academic success. This is a true testament to the quality of programming provided to them during their years
at Rotherglen and it is something of which we are very proud. We strive to instill in our students a lifelong
love of learning that they maintain through high school, post-secondary endeavours, and through the rest

of their lives.
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“The objective of education is
to prepare the young to educate

themselves throughout their lives.”

-Robert Maynard Hutchins







Welcome

to Rotherglen School
Oakville Elementary Campus

Situated on a naturally wooded six-acre property, Rotherglen School provides a peaceful setting in the heart
of North Oakville. Backing on to the picturesque Sixteen Mile Creek and Oakville’s Heritage Trail System,
our Elementary Campus provides Montessori instruction in Casa (ages 4 & 5) to Grade 3, and transitions

to an enriched and progressive curriculum in Grades 4-8 that prepares students for their post-elementary
education. Through the integration of academics, arts and athletics, as well as our exemplary character
education and leadership program, we are able to meet each child at their place of learning.

True to our vision of Engaged Minds, Inspired Hearts and Purposeful Lives, we are committed to
preparing our students to be meaningful contributors to their global community.

Our Campus Facilities and Unique Offerings
Rotherglen School provides a warm and inviting atmosphere offering students in Casa to Grade 8 state-of-
the art facilities and programs including:

*  Full-size gymnasium »  Extracurricular clubs including a variety of athletics,
*  Junior gymnasium with heated floors sports teams, chess, robotics, an annual school musical,
*  Acoustically sound music room choirs, and instrumental bands

* Art room with an outdoor courtyard »  French, music, physical education, art, computers taught

*  Computer lab by specialist teachers

« STEM lab *  Grade 9 credit subjects
*  Maximum class size — 18 students *  Before and after school care (7:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.)
* Library * Leading-edge learning technology including

*  Demonstration kitchen classroom for cooking classes SmartBoards, MacBooks, iPads, and Chromebooks

and home economics *  Main playground with a soccer field, basketball courts,

*  Outdoor classroom spaces in our wooded forest area

Learning Success Centre containing a Learning
Commons, open student work space, and

private 1:1 Academic Resource Support rooms

and play structures
Junior playground with an artificial turf soccer field

and “natural design” play structures



“IVe encourage our students to be risk

takers, and we are focused on helping

every student to become confident and
compassionate individuals.

—Rotherglen Teacher

our academic program

Rotherglen provides a rigorous academic curriculum for our students at each grade level. We set our
benchmarks high, and we motivate our students to perform to their best abilities. We find that our students
rise to these challenges and are determined, engaged and happy learners. Our students perform above
national norms on standardized achievement tests.

Within the framework of the curriculum we deliver, we teach our students to be problem solvers, critical
thinkers, strong communicators and collaborators. Our program combines academics, arts, athletics,
extracurricular activities, leadership opportunities and character education to address all aspects of our
students’ growth and development.

Differentiated teaching and learning experiences designed to capitalize on each students’ unique learning
style are supported by our well qualified (Montessori and/or OCT, and M.Ed.) teachers. High expectations
tfor academic achievement co-exist with opportunities to experience the arts, athletics and community
service within a caring and supportive environment.






Casa Program (Ages 4 & 5)

Rotherglen’s Montessori classrooms are carefully designed, and are comprised of five main areas that focus

on experiential, hands on learning. These areas include: Practical Life, Mathematics, Language, Sensorial
and Cultural Studies. Music and French instruction are also incorporated into the program early on and are
taught by specialist teachers.

The focus in the Casa Classroom is to foster independence and instill confidence in our students to explore
their own learning potential. This is achieved by preparing the classroom environment with attractive,
purposeful materials for the children to manipulate and explore. Students are taught grace and courtesy at a
young age, which gives each child a heightened sense of respect for others and for themselves. Students who
experience our Montessori program exhibit superior academic skills in literacy and mathematics and have a
solid foundation for future academic success.



Our Montessori qualified teachers guide our students toward working independently and learning through
experience. In this way, students are active participants in their own learning and their intrinsic motivation

and eagerness to learn is cultivated. The teacher-to-student ratio in the Casa program is 1:14.

This Rotherglen campus is primarily an elementary school. Therefore, positions in our Casa program are
reserved for students who have siblings enrolled in Grades 1 — 8. However, students who wish to enroll in
our Casa program can request information on our Primary Campus, conveniently located two blocks away
on Sixth Line.




Primary School (Grades 1 — 3)

Rotherglen’s Lower Elementary program is firmly rooted in Montessori principles, while incorporating an

enhanced Ontario curriculum, including French and music. Areas of study include: mathematics, English,
French, history, geography, art, science, computers, music and physical education. We respond to each child’s
sensitive learning periods during these early school years. The Montessori philosophy involves a hands-on
approach to learning. Attractive materials and resources, designed for a specific purpose, allow the student
to develop a solid understanding of abstract concepts.

Our qualified and dedicated Montessori teachers guide students towards working independently

and learning through experience. In this way, students are active participants in their own learning.
Differentiated instruction and individual learning occurs in all of our classrooms. Our Grade 1 to 3
programming is supported by a variety of approaches derived from the larger educational community,
ensuring a well-balanced and strong curriculum delivery. The teacher-to-student ratio in the Lower
School is 1:18. Our Grade 1 to 3 students outperform their peers across Canada on nationally recognized
achievement tests.



JU.HiOI' School (Grades 4 — 6)

Building upon a strong Montessori foundation, students are transitioned to an enriched and progressive
academic program when they enter Grade 4.

In addition to our core academic programming, students receive instruction by specialist teachers in music,
computers, physical education, art and French. The focus remains on providing a rich and stimulating
program in which students are eager to learn. Activities designed to improve self-confidence, promote self-
discipline, develop organizational skills, and encourage respect for self, others and our school community are
incorporated into the program.The teacher-to-student ratio in the Junior School is 1:18.






Upp CI School (Grades 7 & 8)

Rotherglen students in Grades 7 and 8 are taught 11 different subjects by a team of specialty teachers.
Included in those 11 subjects are the six core subjects of English, mathematics, French, science, history and
geography. Rotherglen also ofters Grade 9 mathematics and ECT business courses. Complementing these
to create a balanced curriculum are physical education and health, art, music, computers and our character

education and leadership program.The goal in our Upper School program is to successfully prepare each
individual student with the skills they require for success in secondary school and beyond.

To achieve this goal, we focus on the following principles:
* Instilling motivation and sense of personal responsibility
* Providing an enriched academic program within a nurturing and stimulating environment
* Focusing on the development of character and leadership

All Grade 7 & 8 students write final examinations at the end of the school year. Exams are 90 minutes in
length and covers the year’s curriculum in a given area of study. Our Grade 7 students write exams in English
and mathematics, and our Grade 8 students write exams in mathematics, English, and Grade 9 ECT business.



Rotherglen students
outperform their peers

on nationally recognized
standardized achievement

tests, and demonstrate
unparalleled character
and citizenship.

Character education

Character education is an intentional effort to cultivate positive personal attributes, leadership skills, and
civility among our students. It is a whole-school effort to create a community in which positive attitudes,
values and behaviours are fostered. At Rotherglen, these qualities are promoted, explicitly modeled, taught,
expected, celebrated, and continuously practiced in every day actions. In short, character education is the
promotion of universally desirable qualities such as respect, responsibility, honesty, empathy and integrity.
Rotherglen has incorporated a strong Character Education program across all campuses and grade levels.
All students examine a particular character trait each month and take part in activities, both in and out of
the classroom, which focus on the development of specific character traits. Activities are also shared with
our parent community to promote involvement of a strong, cohesive school community.

Rotherglen emphasizes high standards and academic excellence. Equally important is the knowledge and
understanding of how to build and sustain effective personal relationships, and how to participate responsibly
and eftectively in society.

By incorporating character education into our curriculum in an intentional and systematic manner, our
goal is to foster the democratic ideals of global citizenship, responsibility, justice and thoughtful decision-
making. The implementation of our comprehensive Character Education and Leadership programs, along
with our ongoing focus on development, ultimately support the growth, resiliency, success and wellness for
our student body.



fift

REACH

Giving back to our community

The Rotherglen Educating in Advocacy, Character, and Hope (REACH) Foundation is a
non-profit corporation established to enrich the student experience and provide them with a vehicle to

give back to their community. The Foundation provides a means for our students, parents and teachers to
shape and give direction to our charitable initiatives beginning within our community and reaching further
abroad. At the heart of its conception is the desire to foster awareness within our student body of their role as
citizens of the world.

The REACH foundation has been established as an endowment fund with the Community Foundation of
Oakville. Rotherglen’s foundation serves as a way to meet our neighbours, build the community and have
some fun. Each year, our Grade 8 students work collaboratively to decide how funds raised throughout the
year for the REACH Foundation will be dispersed. The students are guided to research needs and collectively
determine the cause that they are passionate to support.



Cultivating 1Nterests

beyond the classroom

Extracurricular Activities

As part of our commitment to helping our students develop their own unique talents, we offer a variety of
inclusive and non-competitive extracurricular activities that encompass many different interests. Students
participate in a variety of extracurricular and after school clubs such as photography, chess, robotics, and
drama, to name a few. These programs give students a chance to pursue emerging and common interests
with classmates that can help to promote new friendships and deepen existing relationships. Activities are
organized during lunch times, after school and as special events.
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Athletics

Through membership in the Private School Athletic Association (PSAA), our students are afforded the
opportunity to compete against a number of independent schools throughout the year in soccer, cross-
country, volleyball, basketball, floor hockey, and track and field. Tournaments are organized by the Junior
Division (Grades 5 and 6) and the Intermediate Division (Grades 7 and 8). We encourage all interested
students to participate in tryouts for school teams. We also offer additional competitive opportunities for
students including intramural and intraschool tournaments.

Performing Arts

The rewards of education in the arts is readily apparent in the confidence they display and the joy in their

expressions from acting on stage. Although drama is part of our curriculum, each year, more than 100
students from Grades 5 to 8 also join the cast of our annual musical. The productions are staged at the
Oakville Centre for Performing Arts and over one thousand tickets are sold each year. Past productions
include: The Wizard of Oz, Oliver, The Sound of Music, Alice in Wonderland, Cinderella, Peter Pan and Mulan.
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A culture of mutual I'€SP€Ct

At Rotherglen, a premium is placed on the concept of respect, and on the safety and well-being of our
students. We encourage our students to explore their interests, and we support them as they experience
multiple activities. We actively promote the development of moral character at every grade level. Each
student is encouraged to strive for academic excellence, personal development, respect and global
citizenship. Students are better able to achieve these outcomes when they are connected to a safe, secure
and inclusive community.

All students, parents, teachers and staft members have the right to be safe, and feel safe, in the school
community. With this right comes the responsibility to contribute to a positive school climate. The
promotion of strategies and initiatives, such as character education and leadership development, along
with progressive prevention and intervention strategies to address inappropriate behaviour, fosters a
positive school climate that supports academic achievement for all students.

Responsible citizenship involves appropriate participation in the civic life of the school community.
Active and engaged citizens are aware of their rights, but more importantly, they accept responsibility
for protecting their rights and the rights of others.



Safe and inclusive
learning community

Code of Conduct

Standards of behaviour apply not only to students, but also to all individuals involved in the Rotherglen
community — parents/guardians, volunteers, teachers, and staft members — whether they are on school
property, on school buses, at school-related events or activities, or in other circumstances that could have
an impact on the school climate.

The purpose of our Code of Conduct is to provide a learning environment that is: safe, inclusive and
accepting of all students; to encourage a positive school climate and prevent inappropriate behaviour.
Bullying or harassment in any form will not be tolerated by the school and we are committed to
addressing inappropriate student behaviour and promote early intervention and support.

Creating a safe and inclusive school environment involves the support from all members of our
community. As a school we are committed to preventing and intervening in situations of bullying.
School Administration, faculty members, parents and students all play a role in creating a safe learning
environment. In addressing bullying prevention and intervention, Rotherglen School administrators take
a leadership role in the school by:

*  Actively addressing bullying situations;

*  Demonstrating care for the school community and a commitment to academic excellence in a safe and
nurturing teaching and learning environment;

*  Holding all members of the Rotherglen community accountable for their behaviour and actions;

*  Empowering students to be positive leaders in their school and community;

*  Communicating regularly and meaningfully with all members of their school community;

e Ensuring the communication of bullying prevention and intervention policies;

*  Providing an example of respect and civility for all members of the school community.

Allergy Aware

Rotherglen School recognizes that there are a number of students attending the school who have potentially
life-threatening allergies, known medically as anaphylaxis. In accordance with Bill 3, Sabrina’s Law,
preventative measures are required on the part of both the parent/guardian and the school, together with

the support of the school community. This includes information and awareness for the entire Rotherglen
community; strategies to reduce the risk of exposure to the allergen; and a communication and emergency
response procedure in case of accidental exposure.

Given the severity of these student allergies, foods containing nuts and/or shellfish are not permitted at
Rotherglen School. Although we are an Allergy Aware school, we do not and cannot guarantee a shellfish or
nut-free environment. Parents of students with anaphylaxis must also take responsibility for their child’s safety.

Supervision
There is a high level of student supervision at all times. All staff hold current First Aid and CPR certification,
and all have Criminal Background and Vulnerable Sector Screening prior to joining Rotherglen.



We welcome you to visit our Oakville Elementary Campus

to learn more about our programs and our school community.
Seeing 1s believing!

2050 Neyagawa Boulevard, Oakville, Ontario L6H 6R2 | 905.849.1897



