How do we transform the notion
of a traditional education?

Rethink what’s
possible for
your child.
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A Proven and Enriching Alternative
to Education as Usual

Rethink what’s
possible for
your child

Welcome to Waldorf Academy, a young, modern,
urban, organic learning environment in the
heart of downtown Toronto. We provide an
independent form of education that creates
decidedly independent thinkers. We are a school
for learning that makes a difference. Learning
that inspires. Learning that endures. And
learning that your children will treasure forever.
Join us.

Why should you insist on a Waldorf
Education for your child?
Mainstream education is failing our children.
It forces us to choose between academics and
the arts. Between free play and structured
study. Between analytical thinking and creative
thinking. But those are false choices. They result
in an education that is expedient, but lacks
substance. They leave our children empty and
limit the brilliance of their possibility.
It’s time to rethink what’s possible. It’s time
to refresh our notions of what education can
and should provide. Your children deserve an
education that fills them with beauty, meaning
and wonder. They deserve an education that’s
joyful, creative, thorough, advanced and
substantive. They deserve an education that
touches every part of who they are.

Though nearly 100 years in the making,
Waldorf education remains the most refreshing
independent school movement of our time. It
was founded by Rudolf Steiner in Austria in
1919, and it has blossomed throughout Europe,
North America, South America, Australia, New
Zealand, South Africa, Russia, India, China, the
Middle East and Japan. In short, wherever there
are people who crave a deeper understanding of
the world, there is a Waldorf school.
The appeal is clear; a synergistic, complete and
holistic learning experience that takes the best
of classical education and makes it relevant and
timeless even now. It uses science to inspire
artistic thinking, and it uses art to inspire
scientific thinking. Each subject is intertwined
with every other, providing nuance, context and
deeper meaning for each. In this way, music,
art, drama and movement are as integral to the
curriculum as math, science and language arts.
No other form of education provides an academic
experience this enriching, authentic and joyful.
It’s no wonder Waldorf students are sought after
by magnet schools and universities alike.
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Elementary Education for the Elements of
an Enriching Life
Here, citizens are developed from the ground
up. From woodland explorations along the local
ravine to a finely honed sense of community,
our elementary school students are on their way
to becoming stewards of both the natural world
around them and the people in it. The roots of
stewardship they plant today will continue to
flourish within them for generations to come.

Making the World You Want to Live in
Waldorf kids make things.
They make things from scratch. From the
utensils they cook with to the clothes they
wear to the textbooks they study from. And
because they make so many different things,
they naturally become creative problem solvers.
Their ideas have purpose. And they put them to
good use. Give a Waldorf kid a problem, and he’ll
quickly think of all the ways he can solve it. Oh,
and he’ll have fun doing it, too.
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Mastery in Middle School and Beyond
Imagine a liberal arts education in middle school:
discover a collaborative environment that mixes
artistic thinking with scientific thinking.
Do you recognize your daughter? She’s an
activist, an astronomer, a historian and a
mathematician. She’s a sculptor, a dancer,
a classical musician and she’s conversant in
another language. She can recite Shakespeare,
write haiku poetry and describe the wonders of
sacred geometry.
Waldorf Academy offers a comprehensive
liberal arts education – in middle school. It’s an
uncompromising, yet unexpected foundation that
will serve your child for the rest of her life. When
students graduate eighth grade here, they have
developed into critical thinkers with agile and
penetrating minds, ready to attain new heights.
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Consortium of
Waldorf Schools

Nestled in the heart of the Toronto, Waldorf
Academy is one of six independent Waldorf
schools in Southwestern Ontario.
Waldorf Academy is the only independent
Childcare through Grade 8 Waldorf school in
Toronto.
Together with the following schools, Waldorf
Academy operates within a unique consortium
of schools that provide students with a truly
Waldorf experience:

––

Toronto Waldorf School, Thornhill, Ontario

––

Halton Waldorf, Burlington, Ontario

––

Trillium Waldorf School, Guelph, Ontario

––

London Waldorf School, London, Ontario

––

Edgehill Country School, Durham, Ontario

––

Mulberry Waldorf School, Kingston, Ontario

Throughout the year, students from Waldorf
Academy participate in seasonal dances, athletic
events, musical performances and many more
interscholastic events and activities with these
Waldorf schools.
Additionally, Waldorf Academy shares its
educational philosophy with over 1,000 sister
Waldorf schools in 83 countries around the
world, 19 of which are in Canada.
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Parent
Enrichment

Parent involvement at Waldorf Academy is
essential for a thriving, supportively-engaged
school community. The educational experiences
of the children and the community is
strengthened through ongoing parent education
and service opportunities.
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The school regularly encourages parents and
guardians to participate in these enrichment
opportunities which have included these and
other events: Curriculum Night, Parent Evenings
and Waldorf 101 Series. Visiting guest speakers
in the past have included Dawne Macfarlane, Dr.
Gordon Neufeld, Kim Payne, Kim Winter, Heather
Churchill, Anthroposophical Society, and our own
Waldorf faculty. Opportunities to be of service
to the students and school meet all levels of
commitment and time and can range from class
play support, donations, pot lucks, field trips to
class reps and board members.
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Come See Us for Yourself
The best way to learn more about Waldorf
Academy is to see to for yourself.
To schedule a visit, please call: 416.962.6447
or email: admissions@waldorfacademy.org

Visit Us Online
Learn more about Waldorf Academy by visiting
our website. Applications are available online at:
www.waldorfacademy.org

250 Madison Ave, Toronto, ON M4V 2W6
www.waldorfacademy.org

Unique Aspects
of Waldorf
Education.
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The Class Teacher and ‘Looping’

Teachers

The class teacher teaches the main academic
subjects, coordinates with specialty teachers,
and provides the link between home and
school. The class teacher encourages mutual
respect, love and understanding, and a deeper
recognition of each child’s individual needs,
which helps each child develop to his or her
potential.
We expect teachers to stretch their own
boundaries, deepen their understanding of child
development, stay curious, and constantly learn
new material.

In the grades teachers "loop," staying with
the same cohort for many years and some the
full 8 years. They form a deep bond with and
understanding of the personalities in their class
and how best to reach each of them. Looping
requires teachers to grow and change along
with the students in order to lead. There is no
covering the same material year after year. There
is no phoning it in. Our teachers are given the
freedom to craft and adjust their approach day by
day to meet the needs of the children in front of
them. This commitment deepens the vital bond
between teacher and student, a key to success in
the classroom.

The Main Lesson: Thematic Academic
Studies
Main lesson is a uniquely immersive, thematic
and interdisciplinary academic lesson led by
the class teacher or a specialist for the first two
hours of every day in every grade.
Main lesson subjects are studied in “blocks”
of time from three to four weeks. At the end
of a “block” of study, the subject rotates so
that the block functions as a magnifying glass
on a given subject over a period of time. This
pattern of rotating main lesson blocks continues
throughout the year.
The teacher facilitates the learning of the main
lesson content through a variety of activities that
engage multiple intelligences and allow time for
in-depth study and absorption of the material.
Main lesson includes time during which children
are guided to recall and retell the content from
previous lessons. During the main lesson each
child will create a guided written and artistic
record of the content in a bound book, called the
“main lesson book,” that can be used for future
reference and is forever treasured by the children.
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The class play requires intensely collaborative
efforts that culminate in an exhilarating
sense of accomplishment for each class and
student. Every student has a chance to shine
and every student in the audience appreciates
the dedication necessary to deliver a staged
performance.

Specialists

The main lesson bookwork itself constitutes a
robust learning experience. In scholarly fashion,
teachers and students work with original source
materials instead of textbooks. Students learn
to think and express themselves in a multitude
of ways, using both brain hemispheres. They
gradually learn time management, reflection,
comprehension, synthesis, critical thinking,
disciplined recall and nearly every aspect of
executive function is practiced.

Class Plays
Each grade performs an annual play. The class
teacher chooses a play that is generally focused
on a subject drawn from one of the main lesson
themes during the year.
Costumes and sets come together in an adult
collaboration between parents and teachers,
sometimes joined by students and often with
assistance from various specialty teachers.
The younger grades perform simple plays with
each successive grade producing a progressively
elaborate production. The first graders often
speak and sing in chorus with very short, solo
lines. The seventh and eighth grade play is
generally a full-length, fully-staged, costumed
and lighted performance with full seating for
each evening performance.
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Students are immersed in a fully-integrated
learning experience through our rich array of 40
minute specialty classes that compliment and
extend the core academic subjects. Classes are led
by qualified specialists who help students develop
practical and physical aspects of a challenging,
yet enjoyable, well-rounded education.
Specialist subjects: French, S.C.O.P.E, movement/
gym, practical arts, music, circus arts and fine
art. In the middle school there are additional
specialists for the following subjects: math, Cyber
Civics, health, oral and written language arts.

Movement
We offer a developmentally based physical
education program with the aims of developing
confidence and presence in one’s own body,
spatial awareness, coordination, strength, grace,
and sportsmanship.
In the course of grades 1-8, the children
become skilled at running, jumping, throwing,
catching, skipping, and balancing. Traditional
non-competitive circle and line games are
themes of the early grades and the children
learn how to play with each other rather than
against each other.
Grades 3-5 also participate in circus arts.
Fifth grade students spend the year training
for the Greek Pentathalon in connection with
their studies of ancient cultures. In sixth grade
traditional sports are introduced, and middle
school students have the opportunity to compete
with other local independent schools.
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Fine Arts
Drawing is treated as a communicative language
and incorporated into every academic class and
several specialty classes, rather than existing
as a separate subject or as a stand alone class in
the lower grades. In the middle school there is a
fine art specialist. Drawing fluency is developed
along with all other learning and can transcend,
accentuate, compliment and demonstrate
comprehension of any subject.

Music
Music is a defining element in Waldorf education.
Class teachers sing and play music throughout
the day to inspire and support academic learning.
Our music specialist takes the children on a
global journey singing songs from a variety of
traditions and cultures, beginning with simple
singing games in the early grades to polyphony
in the upper grades choir. First grade students
play the pentatonic flute and there is an option
to add a string instrument in the third grade. In
the upper grades students study music theory
and play together in the school choir, plays and
various ensembles.
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Watercolor painting is introduced alongside
drawing and students develop a strong sense of
color and learn to create form through the color.
Students also learn to sculpt, first in beeswax
and then in clay. By eighth grade students
have a firm foundation in pencil, charcoal and
pastel drawing, watercolour painting, and clay
modeling, and they have come to perceive their
surroundings in a more conscious way.

French
The focus is, foremost, on the importance of
creating an environment that fosters the student’s
love of the language. Learning a foreign language
is not only practical in today’s global society, but
it strengthens students’ ability to listen, offers
them flexibility in their thinking, and instills an
appreciation for other cultures. Starting in Grade
One, French is a daily part of the curriculum,
using songs, rhymes, stories and puppet shows to
establish a rich appreciation of Canadian French
language and culture. In the upper grades, our
French program builds on the love of the language
and culture to introduce and solidify grammar,
composition and oral expression. The net effect is
that our students not only learn to speak and read
and write French, they also learn to appreciate the
culture and history that this beautiful language
represents. French is offered three times a week
from grades 1-8.

How do we transform the notion of a traditional education?

Practical Art

SCOPE

Another unique Waldorf class is the handwork
and woodwork class. Students learn to make
practical objects that unite both beauty and
function using natural materials.

SCOPE is a character development program that
is offered from grades 1-8. The majority of the
programming takes place on Fridays for two
periods but can include middle school clubs,
buddy events and service hours outside of school.

In the practical arts, many skills develop
simultaneously and einforce other subjects as
well. The concentration and persistence that
this work demands is rewarded by the pride
in making something from start to finish all
by hand. Students develop an awareness of
design principles and learn to give form to their
creativity. Recent brain research has found that
the interrelationship of the hand and eye allows
more neurological pathways to function. One
could say that teaching handwork and woodwork
to the young is training ground for thinking.
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Service Learning
Character Development
Outdoor Classroom
Project Work
Executive Functioning
To see a detailed breakdown of the SCOPE
program please refer to the SCOPE brochure.
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Come See Us for Yourself
The best way to learn more about Waldorf
Academy is to see to for yourself.
To schedule a visit, please call: 416.962.6447
or email: admissions@waldorfacademy.org

Visit Us Online
Learn more about Waldorf Academy by visiting
our website. Applications are available online at:
www.waldorfacademy.org

250 Madison Ave, Toronto, ON M4V 2W6
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